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STOP PERSECUTION IN CHINA!

Thank you for inviting me to share this important moment with you. Iam honored to be here at the
U.S. Capitol with so many courageous and good people. But I am full of sorrow that it is necessary for
us to be here.

It is necessary for us to be here today because yesterday, July 20, as you all know, was the sixth
anniversary of the banning of Falun Gong by Chinese Communist Party leader Jiang Zemin. Six years
ago, Falun Gong joined Chinese Christians and freedom fighters, North Korean refugees, Tibetan
dissidents, and others, in the ranks of those who are persecuted by the Chinese Communist Party.

The great Russian human rights hero Natan Sharansky has revealed to the world that it was when the
policy of appeasement stopped, that the days of the Soviet Union were numbered. The Institute on
Religion & Democracy urges the United States government to fully reject the policy of appeasement.
Appeasement enables the murderous thugs of the Chinese Communist Party to continue to harass,
arrest, imprison, persecute, torture, and kill the most peaceful and honorable citizens of China — those
who believe in truth and freedom, those who follow Jesus Christ, and those who practice the principles
of truthfulness, benevolence, and forbearance. Appeasement enables the Government of China to defy
universal covenants on refugees and forcibly repatriate desperate North Korean refugees to almost
certain death.

We also urge U.S. churches that have relationships with only state-sponsored churches in China to stop
their contribution to appeasement. By stating that human rights and religious freedom are improving
in China, they are shutting out the voices of the Falun Gong, the Chinese house church leaders, those
who are fighting for democracy in China, and the North Koreans escapees.

We are grateful to the many heroes in the United States Congress who have fought against persecution
in China. We urge our government to continue to work for human rights and religious freedom for
China, always linking human rights with trade, with security, and with every other relationship we
attempt to forge with the Government of China.

If we stop the appeasement, the days of Chinese Communist Party persecution will be numbered. The

Institute on Religion & Democracy will continue to do everything in our power to call attention to the
persecution and to condemn every sign of appeasement with those who persecute.
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